
From Fr. Melvin:   

Easter/ Alleluia greetings as we continue our disciplined practice of distant fellowship and personal care while 

always close and near to our Lord Jesus whose word reveals our faith:  I am the Resurrection and the Life!  In 

this column, I will take the liberty to focus on St. Paul the Apostle by virtue of a Papal Basilica in his honor:  St. 

Paul Outside the Walls.  Recalling my Sabbatical journey in 2017, you have not seen everything till you visit 

here, and this will open the way in my 4-part series.  In fact, the first 2 parts are about the exterior before enter-

ing this awesome church devoted to St. Paul and his life.  Pope Francis takes his journey here in Lent since it is 

a “Lenten Station” whereby a daily Lenten Mass covering 40 days includes many basilicas; St. Paul Outside the 

Walls is visited on Wednesday of the 4th Week of Lent.  Our Sabbatical group took up a concelebrated Mass 

here before continuing the journey of its vast interior.   

On a side note, visiting here left me with visible impressions of my priestly call—like the time while young, I 

came across a paraphrased Bible at a hotel (which you could take home for $1!) and was inspired by reading the 

Acts of the Apostles.  I still have it after all these years and my reflection was like reading about the “adventures 

of Paul!”  Yet another way God leaves us with time-honored yet simple recollections of an innocent experience 

which came to life on this Sabbatical.   

This basilica is so named because it is located outside the Vatican City State walls.  I would say a few miles 

away from those walls as our group of priests took the bus.  In the first 2 photos, I could not do justice without 

sharing the courtyard front and behind St. Paul.  Typical of statues of saints is the sign of one’s martyrdom, and 

for Paul it was by the sword; Paul holds it with his right hand while on his left he holds the book of Scripture 

and no doubt his letters.  Somehow, he stands “tall,” literally, and his faith by conversion seemed to strengthen 

his will to follow God and his Voice.  Also, in the front photo, we see a beautiful mosaic layout of the 4 Evan-

gelists of the Scriptures, and above them, Jesus is the Lamb of God as He is encircled with a gold halo.  And 

still further above, the Apostle Peter holds the “keys” to the Kingdom with Paul on the right centered by Jesus 

holding the Word in His left hand.  The other photo is simply offered to give you a moment of peace in this 

tranquil setting of Palm trees and walkway columns.  St. Paul from behind appears tall and majestic whatever 

side you view him.   



The third photo serves as another reminder of the awesome presence of St. Paul as the martyr’s sword 

is grasped by his right hand, his letters on his left, worn-out sandals covering many miles of walking, a 

beard revealing his test of  endurance, and a facial appearance beholding the truth of God’s voice to 

him.  Yes, I appear below so to contrast his size and my diminutive sign of humble recognition!  In 

closing, be safe dearly beloved as I pray daily with sincere regards for your personal health and spir-

itual endurance.  St. Paul, patient Apostle under trial, pray for us.   


